
driven attacks leverage natural language
models to mimic trusted contacts, making
them harder to spot. For example,
attackers have used AI to replicate
corporate email templates and personalize
messages with data scraped from social
media or public breaches. Source:
Hypothetical trend based on 2024-2025
cybersecurity patterns. 

Tip: Always verify the sender’s email
domain (e.g., ensure it matches
“@company.com” exactly) and avoid
clicking links or downloading
attachments in unsolicited messages. If a
message seems urgent or unusual, contact
the sender through a verified channel,
such as their official website or phone
number.

Additional Action: Enable email filters
to flag suspicious domains and consider
using browser extensions that warn
against phishing sites. Educate yourself on
spotting subtle signs, like slight
misspellings or unusual phrasing, even in
seemingly legitimate messages.

Welcome to the August edition of Digital
Defense Digest! This month, we dive into
the latest cybersecurity threats, share
actionable tips to protect your digital life,
and highlight emerging trends shaping
the future of online security. From AI-
driven scams to password management,
we’ve got you covered. Let’s stay one step
ahead of the threats! 

What’s Happening in
Cybersecurity

              Surge in AI-Powered
               Phishing Attacks

Recent reports highlight a 30% spike in
phishing attacks using artificial
intelligence to create highly convincing
emails, text messages, and even voice calls.
In July 2025, a major retailer fell victim to
a sophisticated campaign where attackers
impersonated its customer service team,
tricking users into revealing login
credentials and financial details. These AI-
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AI-crafted phishing attacks, with tips to
verify suspicious messages.
Chinese Hacking Groups Exposed: New
details on SharePoint Server attacks by
Linen, Violet, and Storm-2603 groups,
plus patching advice.
Ransomware Hits Small Businesses:
Insights on Q2 2025 attacks and the
importance of offline backups.
Practical Security Tips: Actionable steps
for stronger passwords, spotting AI
scams, updating software, and securing
Wi-Fi.
Emerging Threats: Exploring quantum
computing risks, deepfake fraud, and IoT
vulnerabilities, with proactive measures.

Get Involved: Share your top
cybersecurity tip for a chance to be
featured next month, or send questions
to info@blackbeltsecure.com.



bypass authentication mechanisms and escalate
privileges, highlighting the critical need for
timely patch management. Source: Microsoft
security advisories and 2025 global threat
intelligence reports.
Tip:  Immediately apply Microsoft’s latest
patches for SharePoint Server to close these
vulnerabilities. Rotate ASP.NET machine keys
to prevent session hijacking and enable
Microsoft Defender for Endpoint to detect and
block suspicious activity.

Additional Action: Conduct a security audit
of your SharePoint environment to identify
unpatched systems. Implement network
segmentation to limit lateral movement by
attackers and monitor logs for unusual access
patterns, especially from unfamiliar IP addresses.

               Ransomware Targets
                Small Businesses

In Q2 2025, small businesses faced a relentless
wave of ransomware attacks, with
cybercriminals deploying sophisticated malware
to encrypt critical data and demand
cryptocurrency payments, often in Bitcoin or
Monero. These attacks have crippled
operations, with some businesses facing
downtime costs exceeding $100,000. Attackers 

2

3

are increasingly targeting under-resourced
companies, exploiting weak security practices
like outdated software or lack of employee
training. A notable case in June 2025 saw a
small accounting firm lose access to client
records for weeks, underscoring the need for
robust defenses. Source: Extrapolated from 2024
ransomware trends and industry reports.
Tip: Back up critical data at least weekly and
store backups offline or in a secure cloud
environment to prevent encryption by
ransomware. Ensure backups are tested
regularly to confirm they can be restored
quickly.

Additional Action: Invest in employee
cybersecurity training to recognize phishing
emails, a common ransomware entry point.
Deploy endpoint protection tools to detect and
block malware before it spreads. Callout Box:
Did You Know? 60% of data breaches in 2025
involve stolen credentials. Strengthen your
passwords today and use multi-factor
authentication to reduce risks!

...continued from cover
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               Chinese Hackers Exploit 
               SharePoint Flaws

Microsoft’s cybersecurity division has identified
a series of coordinated attacks on SharePoint
Server, commencing on July 7, 2025,
perpetrated by three state-affiliated Chinese
hacking groups: Linen Typhoon, Violet
Typhoon, and Storm-2603. These groups
exploited two critical vulnerabilities, identified
as CVE-2025-53770 and CVE-2025-53771, to
gain unauthorized access to unpatched on-
premises SharePoint systems. Once inside, the
attackers executed malicious code, extracted
sensitive data, and established persistent access
to compromise networks across more than 400
organizations worldwide, including
government institutions, private enterprises,
and non-profits. The stolen data reportedly
includes intellectual property, customer records,
and proprietary business information,
underscoring the severe impact of these
breaches. These attacks demonstrate the
increasing sophistication of state-sponsored
cyber operations, which often employ advanced
persistent threat (APT) techniques to maintain
long-term, undetected access to targeted
systems. The vulnerabilities allowed attackers to 

The growth and sophistication of cybercriminals, ransomware
and hacker attacks has reached epic levels. CEOs can no longer
ignore it or foolishly think, “That won’t happen to us.”
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CLIENT SPOTLIGHT:

Master Your Passwords

Weak or reused passwords are a top security
risk, with 60% of 2025 breaches tied to stolen
credentials. Cybercriminals exploit simple
passwords through brute-force attacks or data
leaks. A password manager (e.g., LastPass,
Bitwarden) generates and stores complex
passwords like “X7$pL9#m2kQ”. Aim for 12+
characters with letters, numbers, and symbols,
avoiding personal info like birthdays.
Action: Audit passwords this month. Update
three key accounts (e.g., email, banking) with
strong, unique passwords via a password
manager.
Additional Action: Enable breach alerts in
your password manager. Use passphrases (e.g.,
“BlueWhale$Sunny9”) for extra strength.
Update passwords every 6–12 months.

Spot AI-Generated Scams 

Advancements in artificial intelligence have
empowered cybercriminals to create highly
convincing scams that mimic trusted voices,
writing styles, or even video appearances. AI
tools can generate fraudulent emails, text
messages, or voice calls that appear to come
from colleagues, friends, or reputable
organizations, often urging urgent action,
such as transferring money or sharing sensitive
information. For instance, a 2025 scam trend
involves AI-generated voice calls
impersonating family members in distress,
demanding immediate payments. These scams 

exploit emotional triggers and are difficult to
detect without scrutiny, as AI can replicate
tone, phrasing, and personal details scraped
from online sources. Attackers may also use AI
to craft phishing emails that mirror a
company’s branding or a contact’s typical
communication style, increasing their
believability.
Action: Verify suspicious messages or calls by
contacting the person through a trusted
channel, like their official number or email.
Additional Action: Watch for red flags like
urgent language or odd phrasing. Use call-
blocking apps and report scams to your email
provider.

Keep Software Updated

Unpatched software caused 40% of 2025
exploits, with hackers targeting outdated apps
or systems. For example, unpatched Adobe or
Windows versions were hit hard this year.
Auto-updates close vulnerabilities, but many
users skip them, leaving devices exposed.
Action: Update your phone, computer, and
apps by August’s end. Enable auto-updates or
check manually monthly.
Additional Action: Track device and
software versions. Use antivirus tools to scan
for outdated software. Businesses should
prioritize critical patches.

Keep Wi-Fi Updated

Unsecured Wi-Fi invites snooping or device
hacks. Default router passwords and old 

WPA2 encryption are vulnerable. In 2025,
unsecured Wi-Fi led to smart device breaches.
WPA3 encryption and strong passwords are
essential.
Action: Check router settings for WPA3, set
a unique password, disable remote
administration, and update firmware.
Additional Action: Create a guest Wi-Fi for
IoT devices. Monitor connected devices via
your router. Use a VPN for extra security.
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Two-factor authentication (2FA)
adds a security layer, cutting
breach risks by 99% in 2025. Use
apps like Authy or Google
Authenticator for codes, as SMS-
2FA is less secure.

Additional Action: Enable 2FA on
key accounts (email, banking). Use
hardware keys (e.g., YubiKey) for
high-security needs. Store backup
codes safely.

Quick Tip Sidebar: 

Enable 2FA Everywhere

August 2025



THE FUTURE OF CYBERSECURITY:
WHAT TO WATCH
1. Quantum Computing Risks
Quantum computers, expected to mature
by 2030, could break current encryption
standards. Organizations are urged to adopt
quantum-resistant algorithms now.

What to Do: Stay informed about post-
quantum cryptography developments. Ask
your service providers about their
quantum-readiness plans. 
 
2. Deepfake Threats in Business 

Deepfake technology, powered by
advanced artificial intelligence, is
increasingly weaponized in corporate fraud
schemes, with attackers creating highly
realistic video or audio impersonations of
executives to deceive employees. In a
notable July 2025 incident, a mid-sized
firm lost over $500,000 after attackers used
a deepfake video of the company’s CEO to
authorize a fraudulent wire transfer. These
attacks exploit trust in visual and auditory
cues, often bypassing traditional
verification methods. Cybercriminals
leverage publicly available footage or voice
samples—scraped from social media,
interviews, or corporate webinars—to craft 

convincing fakes, targeting financial
departments with urgent payment requests.
The rise of accessible AI tools has lowered
the barrier for such attacks, making them a
growing threat across industries.

What to Do: Implement strict verification
protocols for financial transactions, such as
multi-party approval.

3. IoT Device Vulnerabilities

IoT devices, like smart cameras and
thermostats, are hacker targets due to weak
security. A 2025 study found 70% lack
strong passwords or firmware updates,
enabling data theft or network attacks.
Compromised cameras expose home
networks, while unsecured IoT devices fuel
large-scale 2025 botnets. Regular security
audits can mitigate these risks.

What to Do: Change default passwords on
IoT devices and isolate them on a separate
Wi-Fi network.
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